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Are You Prepared?

By: Andrew Barienbrock, Operator Certification Unit, Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

On July 1, 2009, the Public Water System (PWS)
classification system changes and all classified
PWSs will be required to ensure that an appro-
priately certified operator of record is physically
present at the PWS for a minimum staffing time.
Hopefully, you are already aware of the changes
and how they will affect your facility. For those
who are not aware of the changes, this article
will provide you with some information about
the requirements and Ohio EPASs plan to
implement them.

In January 2009, Ohio EPA will send letters to all
PWSs that will be classified in accordance with the
rule. The letters will explain the new classification
of the facility and the associated minimum staffing
time. A majority of the facilities with changes to

their classifications will be going down in classifi-
cation. PWSs will have the opportunity to review -
and comment on their classification. On July 1,
2009, Ohio EPA will send a notice of reclassifica-
tion to all facilities whose classification changed.
Facilities whose classification will remain the same
will not receive the July 1, 2009 letter.

Each classified facility must ensure the opera-

tor of record is physically present at the PWS for
the minimum staffing time required in the table
below. These minimum stalfing requirements are
a minimum and do not necessarily indicate the
amount of total time a certified operator should be
at a facility to ensure compliance.

Minimum Staffing Requirement
At least 30 minutes per week

2 days per week for a minimum of 1 hour per week

3 days per week for a minimum of 1.5 hours per week

5 days per week for a minimum of 20 hours per week

5 days per week for a minimum of 40 hours per week

These changes can be found in Ohio Administrative Code rule 3745-7-03. For more information
about the reclassification of facilities or minimum staffing times, feel free to contact Ohio EPA

at (614) 644-2752.






























