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2009 Best Paper/Presentation Awards

Best Paper
Mike Caprella and Tim Wolfe, “Lima Chooses Post-
�lter GAC Adsorption to Consistently Meet Water-
quality Goals”, Ohio AWWA Newsletter, Spring 2009.

Best Presentation
Erin England, “Measuring TOC On-line & in the 
Water Lab”, OTCO Water Laboratory Workshop, 
May 2009.

Best Presentation Bene�tting 
Small Systems
Mike Burris,“Delphos Water System Improvements”, 
OTCO Water Workshop, March 2009.

Best Presentation by an Operator
Tom Loren,“Plant Enhancement – Baldwin WTP”, 
OTCO Class III/IV Workshop, August 2009.
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Two Subcommittees independently select the best paper 
(Newsletter article) and the best presentation, respectively.  
These two subcommittees then jointly select the best paper 
or presentation - 1) bene�tting small systems, and 2) by an 
operator.

The dedicated members of these two Subcommittees who 
review the past year’s inventory of Papers and PowerPoint 
presentations are: 

Best Paper Subcommittee
  • Rich Papp, Nick Pizzi, and Dick Pohlman

Best Presentation Subcommittee
  • Tyrone Butler, Gina Hayes, and Steve Heimlich

The Technical Program Committee expanded the number of 
best paper/presentation awards to four this year.
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Water in Action
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CLEVELAND STYLE
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City of Lima Wins 2009 State Water Tapping Contest
This year’s Men’s Tapping Contest was 
a wide open event with the retirement 
of the reigning State Champion team 
of Columbus Water.  The Lima men’s 
team of Andy Reamen on copper, Tim  
Stidham as feeder and Ed Scarberry as 
Feeder and coached by Larry Huber 
had a great time with a no penalty time 
of 1 minute 30.53 seconds.  This year’s 
men’s runner-up team was Greater 
Cincinnati Water Works.

The Cleveland lady’s team of Cheronda 
Robinson on copper, Elaine Penn as 
feeder and Alexis Robinson as cranker 
and coached by Gerardo “Gary” Rivera 
set a Women’s record time of 2 minute 
and 52.48 seconds.  The ladies cut 1 
minute of their �rst tap time to capture 
the competition.  Both the Lima men’s 
team and the Cleveland women’s team 
will be representing the Ohio Section 
AWWA in Chicago next summer.

The weather presented many 
challenges this year.  The rain forced 
the Tapping Contest to share their 
tent with this year’s initial Meter 
Madness competition in one tent.
All participating teams should be 
complimented for their patience.

City of Lima 
Men’s team
First Place

City of Cleveland
Ladies Team

First Place

City of Cincinnati
Men’s Team
Runner Up

Tapping Contest
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2009 State Top Ops Competition

Northeast District 
Kevin Givins - City of Wooster 
Warren Yambor - City of Cleveland-Div. of Water 
Don Macko - City of Cleveland-Div. of Water

Northwest District
Greg Reinhart – De�ance County
Bill Blakely – Village of Montpelier
Som Pandya – City of Lima

Southeast District
Kevin Gleich - City of Columbus
Chuck Norris - City of Columbus
Ron Lambert - City of Columbus

Southwest District
Keith Wilking - Greater Cincinnati Water Works
Cheryl Jackson - Greater Cincinnati Water Works
Alex Shumakh - Greater Cincinnati Water Works

After three intense rounds of competition, the Northwest 
District team retained their status as Top Ops champions 
for the Ohio Section of AWWA.  Congratulations to Greg 
Reinhart, Bill Blakely, and Som Pandya, and to all the other 
teams who participated.  The Northwest team will represent 
the Ohio Section at the National AWWA conference in 
Chicago next June.

Thanks go out to the local arrangements committee for all of 
their help.  A special thanks goes to Tim Wolfe, who again 
was our moderator, and to Andy Barienbrock of OEPA, 
Nick Pizzi of EE&T, and Curtis Truss of OTCO, who judged 
the competition.  The district representatives and other 
committee members also deserve a round of thanks for 
coordinating the event at the local and state levels. 
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New this year to the line up of competitions was Meter 
Madness.  The meter madness competition tests the skill and 
agility of a meter repairman by simulating the reconstruction 
of a residential water meter.  

With a winning time of 45 seconds, Tom Burke of Cleveland 
Division of Water was the �rst place winner and earned an 
opportunity to represent the Ohio Section at ACE.  Debbie 
Morris of Cleveland earned 2nd Place and Paul Tucker of 
Lima earned third place.

Thanks to Stephanie Byrd and Carl Ashley who co-chaired 
the Meter Madness Committee and coordinated the activities 
of this event and the Cleveland Division of Water for 
providing setup.  Jeff Cunningham of Sensus served as emcee 
and judge, and Jeff Morrison also served as a judge.  Thanks 
to Charlie Chapman who provided the test meter bench used 
to check for leaks and ensure the meter was registering the 
�ow of water.  

Meter Madness Returning to State Conference!

Meter Madness is a fast-paced competition run by the American Water Works 
Association (AWWA) in which competitors race against the clock to assemble a 
5/8” residential water meter contained in a bucket of parts.

Contestants are judged upon their assembly time, accuracy and any sign 
of meter leakage.

Penalties are assessed for:
• Leaking connection, barely oozing water and just discernible to the judges 
• Slow, obviously dripping connection 
• Squirting, continuous leaking connection 
• Safety violation 
• Meter not properly put together and a part too loose or falls off, or 
• Meter fails to register �ow when tested. 

Next year’s competition will be held at the Ohio Section Conference and 
Exposition in Columbus Ohio on September 22, 2010.

The rules and more speci�c information are posted on the Meter Madness website 
at www. awwa.org/conferencees/contests/metermadness.

2009 Meter Madness Competition

Tom Burke Debbie Morris Tom, Debbie, Paul Tucker
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Tricia Harrison
Customer Relations Representative
Greater Cincinnati Water Works
1st Place Winner

2009 DARCE Awards

CONGRATULATORY NOTICE: 

Mark Hemmerich, Safety/Environmental Assistant, North American Nutrition Company, 
Lewisberg, Ohio, 2007 DARCE Fund Award, 3rd Place Winner, on obtaining his Class 1 Water  
Operator Certi�cation.  Mark is now an Operator-In-Training for Water. Mark used his DARCE 
Fund Award to help achieve this goal.

Congratulations and best wishes on your continued success.

Cuong Nguyen
Senior Environmental Chemist
Montgomery County Water Services
2nd Place Winner

Shaba Burns
Water Treatment Operator
City of Dayton
3rd Place Winner

Alexandra Slawinski
Water Treatment Plant Operator
Village of Delta
4th Place Winner
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Kenneth Smith was presented the 
Golden Water Drop plaque for 50 
years of membership by State Chair 
Don Freisthler and VP Debra Kaye.  
Ken worked for FPS and served as 
State Chair in 1978-79.  His son Kurt 
Smith currently serves as NW Trustee.  
Congratulations Ken!

Larry Valentine Membership Award  

State Membership Director Cliff Shrive presented the 2009 Larry Valentine 
Membership award to Melinda Raimann for recruiting the most new members 
since the last state conference.

2009 Chair’s Award

Doug Brookhart and Alan Wansing were presented the Chair’s award by State 
Chair Don Freisthler for their hard work in preparing the “History of Ohio’s 
Water Systems” which will be published in the �rst quarter of 2010.  The 
book will highlight postcard and memorabilia of the water industry, history of 
the AWWA, and the Ohio Section.  Several copies of the book were reserved by 
conference attendees.

Past OTCO Trustee Plaque

Curtis Truss presented Christopher Day a plaque for his faithful service as 
Ohio Rural Water Authority Trustee to the Operator Training Committee of 
Ohio Board for the period April 02 to September 09.

Keith Hunsberger Customer Service Award

Allison Posinski was awarded the Keith Hunsberger Customer Service Award 
for her dedication and enthusiam to the customer service committee over the 
years.  During her tenure she has mentored many others to succeed.

Golden Water Drop Award (50 Years of Membership)

2009 Conference Awards
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2010
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Managing a distribution system can be a challenge with its complex 
combinations of many parts.  Fortunately, AWWA has created a standard that 
can ensure your utility’s effectiveness.

The AWWA G-2009 Standard for Distribution Systems Operation and 
Management includes many aspects of water distribution system operation and 
maintenance. (It does not include assistance with �nances, safety, or planning 
and engineering, which are covered by AWWA standards such as the M3 Safety 
Practices for Water Utilities).

The Standard includes four sections:  water quality, management programs, 
operations and maintenance, and veri�cation.  These sections detail a properly 
managed distribution system and give recommendations and programs to 
accomplish the following goals:

•  Document and reduce planned and unplanned service 
   interruptions (per breaks-per-mile of pipe or number of taps).

•  Reduce annual water loss; respond if the goal is not met.

•  Determine the transmission and distribution valves to be exercised based   
   on the percentage of the total valves in the system. Reduce the percentage of 
   inoperable valves.

•  Determine the hydrants to be inspected and tested based on a percentage of 
   the total hydrants in the system.

•  Test or replace meters at the frequencies recommended in AWWA Manual 
   M6 (every 1 to 10 years based on meter size and usage). 

•  Reduce water age in �nished water storage facilities.

•  Record and report pipeline leak or break information. Reduce the number 
   of breaks per 100 miles of distribution pipe.

•  Monitor, control and reduce disinfection byproducts at critical 
   points in the system.

•  Reduce water quality complaints, track trends, and document customer   
   inquiries.

•  Follow a written tank inspection and maintenance program.

•  Develop a program to use energy ef�ciently.

•  Control cross connections with a comprehensive back�ow prevention   
   program.

•  Evaluate and upgrade existing portions of the system as required.

•  Document and respond to internal corrosion and deposition, and 
   color/staining and taste/odor problems.

•  Document a systematic �ushing program.

•  Document operation and maintenance procedures for each pumping facility.

Using the AWWA G-2009 Standard to Effectively Manage a Distribution System
By Dan Barr, PE - Chair of the Ohio AWWA Distribution Committee


